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119th & Woodland Intersection Closure
Resident Update & FAQ

Project Overview

As shared at our public meeting in December 2024 and posted to the 119th Street Extension
Project Website, the intersection at 119th & Woodland closed on June 2, 2025, for a major
reconstruction project. The closure is expected to last approximately 5 months.

# \Why is the intersection closed?

We’re completely rebuilding the intersection to connect to the new 119" Street to improve
traffic flow and safety. The changes include:

e New turn lanes and widened roads

o Adjusted alignment and elevation

e New underground utilities (stormwater, waterline)

« Retaining walls, sidewalks, streetlights, fiber, and traffic signals

Due to the steep terrain and scale of work, there is no safe way to keep part of the road open
during construction to public traffic.

e What about the train tracks at Woodland & Northgate?

We know this is a big concern. When a train stops at the BNSF tracks near Northgate, it can
block neighborhood access — especially now that 119" Street & Woodland Road is also closed.

To help:

e The City coordinated with BNSF to put a “Form C 2068 in place. This helps prevent
trains from stopping and blocking traffic.

e Even so, the City understands we have had two significant train stoppages since the
road closed (50 minutes on June 16 and 21 minutes on July 6).

e In both cases, the City followed up with BNSF directly.
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s8 What if there’s an emergency?

Your safety is our top priority. Here’s what’s in place:

Our contractor leaves an emergency path through the site each night.
Emergency responders have a 24/7 contact number for the contractor.

If a train blocks the tracks and City staff are present, they’ll help residents through the
construction zone if possible.

As always, in an emergency dial 911.

@ What’s the City doing to help?

Keeping emergency access open 24/7.

Monitoring traffic cameras to watch for train stoppages.
Staying in direct contact with BNSF.

Keeping residents informed through website updates.

Ensuring the contractor stays on track with the project timeline.

In Summary

We understand this closure is frustrating. Unfortunately, there’s no way to complete the
improvements safely without closing the intersection. We're doing everything we can to
minimize the disruption and make sure emergency access is always available.

Thank you for your patience as we work to improve our roads!
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